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1. ACUPCC Update 
The ACUPCC cont inues to grow, with 8 m ore inst it ut ions signing on since the last  digest ;  
we now stand at  473 st rong. This represents over 3.75 m illion students Ð 22%  of the 
total student  populat ion!  Also, the ACUPCC now represents 48 States!  Thank you 
University of North Dakota.  

 

 Big News from the Big Ten!: The University of Minnesota has signed the 
ACUPCC! The University of Minnesota is the states pr im ary research 
university , a land-grant  universit y, and has a student  populat ion greater  than 
50,000. The U of Minn also holds the dist inct ion of being the first  Big Ten 
school to sign the ACUPCC. Go Gophers! !   

 Implementation Clock Starts Jan 15th for New Signatories & New 
Online Reporting Form Coming Soon: For all inst itut ions that  signed the 
ACUPCC af ter  Septem ber 15, 2007, your Òim plem entat ion clock star t  dateÓ is 
January 15, 2008.  This m eans that  your 2-m onth repor t  is due March 15, 
2008.  A new online form  for  subm it t ing this report  has been developed and is 
near ly com plete Ð a usernam e and password along with inst ruct ions will be 
sent  to Im plem entat ion Liaisons next  week.  All of the data subm it ted through 
the .pdfs for  the first  2- m onth repor t  will be uploaded into the new online 
system .  Charter  signator ies that  have not  yet  subm it ted a two- m onth report  
are encouraged to do so using the new online report ing form . 

-Stephen Muzzy (via the ACUPCC Update 01/ 15)  
 
 



2. ACUPCC Checklist for HEASC Members 

A new docum ent has been created to help HEASC m em bers st ream line a process of 
support ing and updat ing the progress of the ACUPCC to it sÕ const ituents. The 6 it em  
checklist  ranges from  post ing the ACUPCC logo (with link)  onto your organizat ions 
website to becom ing a role m odel of t he ACUPCC in your own operat ions. The docum ent 
has been uploaded to the HEASC website and can be found in the ÔResourcesÕ sect ions 
under recent ly added resources and under resources for  support ing the ACUPCC. You can 
also download it  here:  Suppor t  the ACUPCC Checklist . Coming Soon: A tem plate let t er  
that  can be sent  to your non- signatory m em bers out lining the com m itm ent  and asking 
them  to join.  

-Stephen Muzzy 

 

3. Only Three Days Left: Call for Presentations closes Jan 18th: NACUBO’s Smart 
& Sustainable Campuses Conference  
The 3rd Annual S&SCC will be held March 31 Ð Apr il 2, 2008 at  the Universit y of Maryland 
University College Cam pus. The conference br ings together current  and future leaders in 
the areas of cam pus planning and developm ent , environm ental health and safet y, 
sustainabilit y, f inance and business, facilit ies m anagem ent, and procurem ent . This 
com prehensive sym posium  will feature sessions and workshops on sm ar t  growth and 
sustainable pract ices that  serve the econom y, the com m unit y, and the environm ent  
specifically in:  

 I nst itu t ionalizing Sustainabilit y-Benefit s, st rategies,  sustainabilit y and m ission, 
President s Clima t e Com mi tm ent , t rustee engageme nt , commi t tees/ task forces on 
camp us, financing sust ainabilit y , student  recruit me nt ,  and m arketplace advantages  

 Operat ional Solut ions- Energy, gr een building,  t ransportat ion, procureme nt ,  and food 
and dining 

 Sm ar t  Growth and Cam pus Planning- Developm ent  issues, open spaces, densit y , 
mi xed uses, future gr owt h, gr owth and carbon emi ssion reduct ion, t own/ gown 
collaborat ion 

 Assessm ent  and Measurem ent- Behavioral changes me asurem ent , camp us 
imp roveme nts me t r ics, and report ing 

 
The call for  presentat ions is open unt il January 18,  2008. The link t o subm it  proposals 
can be found at  h t tp: / / www.nacubo.org/ x9790.xm l 
 
The conference is produced from a partn ership of th e Unite d Sta te s Environmenta l Prote cti on Agency 
(EPA) , NACUBO, th e Associati on for th e Advancement of Susta inability  in Higher Educati on (AASHE) , th e 
University  of Mary land, College Park, Campus Consorti um  for Environmenta l Excellence (C2E2) , APPA:  
The Associati on for Higher Educati on Faciliti es Officers, th e Campus Safety  Health  and Environmenta l 
Management Associat ion (CSHEMA)  and th e Society  for College and University  Planning (SCUP) . 
 

-NACUBO Website 
 
4. ACUHO-I’s 21st Century Project is proud to announce that the Qatar 
Foundation has confirmed its participation in the Product Design Showcase. 
The Product  Design Showcase being held February 1, 2008 in St . Petersburg, Flor ida will 
be an excellent  oppor tunit y for  college housing professionals as well as architects and 
designers to see the innovat ive and groundbreaking sustainability effor t s the Qatar 
Foundat ion will im plem ent  as it  seeks cer t if ied LEED plat inum  status for  it s Educat ion Cit y 
residence halls. More inform at ion about  the 21st  Century Project  event , as well as im ages 
and video of the Qatar Foundat ion project  are available online at  
www.21stCenturyProject .com   



 
-Sallie Traxler  
 
5. Congress Approves Bill Promoting Efficient, Renewable Energy on Campuses 
Congress gave final approval on Tuesday to a bill author izing up to $750-m illion annually 
in federal assistance for  renewable- energy and energy- efficiency proj ect s on college 
cam puses. President  Bush is expected to sign the m easure, which also prom ises new 
spending for  academ ic research on renewable energy.  College officials m ay not  see any 
m oney for  a while, though. The assistance for  cam pus proj ect s, which would be the first  
of its kind from  the federal governm ent , is not  author ized to begin unt il the 2009 f iscal 
year. The bill provides no dollars for  any new research program s, and those were not  
explicit ly included when lawm akers unveiled this week a separate, st r ipped-down, 
appropr iat ions bill to f inance m ost  federal program s in 2008. 
 
Never theless, the energy bill ( ht t p: / / thom as.loc.gov/ cgi-bin/ bdquery/ z?d110: H.R.6):  [ HR 
6]  establishes spending pr ior it ies that  m ay influence future years' appropr iat ions. 
The provisions affect ing colleges are part  of a larger, sprawling bill to reduce dependence 
on im ported oil and find environm entally fr iendly sources of energy. A key provision 
m andates a 40- percent  increase in the governm ent 's fuel- efficiency standards for  all 
m otor vehicles, from  the current  average of 25 m iles per gallon to 35 m iles a gallon* * the 
first  r ise in three decades. 
 
Less-Wealthy Colleges Favored for  Grants 
 
For energy projects, the m easure author izes the Departm ent  of Energy to m ake $250-
m illion in grants and $500- m illion in loans annually  to colleges, public schools, or  local 
governm ents. The bill establishes grants of up to $1-m illion each for  energy-efficiency 
im provem ents to facilit ies and of up to $500,000 each for  proj ect s that  t est  new 
techniques in energy efficiency and sustainable energy product ion. 
 
At least  50 percent  of the total grant  m oney m ust  be awarded to inst itu t ions of higher 
educat ion* * and the bill's language specifically  favors colleges with m odest  f inancial 
resources. The grant  dollars awarded to academ e m ust  be evenly split  between colleges 
with endowm ents between $50-m illion and $100- m illion and others whose endowm ents 
do not  exceed $50- m illion. Sen. Jeff Bingam an, Dem ocrat  of New Mexico, was a lead 
sponsor of the language on endowm ents. The m easure also author izes grants of up to 
$250,000 to plan and design the project s. 
 
The m oney, if provided, would be "absolutely cr it ical,"  given t he need, said Anthony D. 
Cortese, president  of Second Nature, a nonprofit  organizat ion that  suppor ts sustainabilit y 
in higher educat ion. His group est im ates that  colleges face at  least  $16-billion in costs 
just  to ret rofit  cam pus buildings to m ake them  m ore energy efficient . 
 
Research on Biofuels I ncluded 
 
 
For research, t he bill author izes:  

 
¥  $25-m illion a year for  grants to colleges, or  consort ia including a 
college, for  research and developm ent  on biofuel product ion " in 
states with low rates of ethanol product ion."   
  
¥  $25-m illion for  grants of up to $2- m illion each to universit ies for  
research on renewable energy.  



  
¥  $50-m illion a year for  grants to proj ects involving engineer ing colleges 
to study harnessing energy from  ocean waves and t ides.  
  
¥  More than $184- m illion annually for  industr ial research centers based at  
colleges. 

 
Congress m ay be hard- pressed to finance new energy program s in the 2009 
f iscal year , which begins next  October, because of deep- seated disagreem ents with 
President  Bush about  the governm ent 's overall spending levels and pr ior it ies. But even if 
lawm akers do not  actually provide m any of those dollars author ized, a different  provision 
of the bill could provide a significant  boost  to academ ic research on advanced biofuels 
other than corn- based ethanol. The bill m andates annual product ion by 2022 of 21- billion 
gallons of advanced biofuels, including 16- billion gallons of " cellulosic"  ethanol. 
 
A 2005 energy bill required refiners to produce 7.5-billion gallons of corn-based ethanol 
by 2012. But  m any expert s worry that  this product ion, using corn kernels, cannot  be 
expanded m uch fur ther without  harm ing the environm ent  and dr iving up food pr ices. To 
find an alt ernat ive,  researchers are eager to unlock energy contained in plant  cellulose, 
which m akes up plants' stem s and leaves. No com m ercial refiner ies current ly 
der ive ethanol this way ( [ h t t p: / / chronicle.com / weekly/ v53/ i33/ 33a01801.htm  ] The 
Chronicle, Apr il 20) . 
 
The House of Representat ives approved the m easure on Tuesday, 314 to 100. The 
Senate passed the bill last  week, 86 to 8. Congress m ay also include provisions on 
sustainable energy product ion when it  considers a bill in 2008 to renew the Higher 
Educat ion Act , which sets federal policies for  colleges. 
 
-The Chronicle of Higher Educat ion (12/ 19/ 2007)  
 
6. Saving Money (and Going Green) by Going Virtual 
As colleges offer  m ore and m ore network services to their  students and facult y, the 
capacity to support  applicat ions like e-m ail, Web access, databases and course signups 
doesnÕt m ater ialize out  of thin air . Servers t ake up space, gobble up energy and require 
m aintenance like any other tool or  appliance. For t he full ar t icle click here. 
 
-  from  Inside Higher Educat ion 01/ 04/ 08 
 
7. Focus the Nation: Global Warning Solutions for America   
(Thursday, January 31, 2008)  Focus the Nat ion is a m ajor  educat ional init iat ive that  is 
coordinat ing team s of faculty, students and staff at  over  a thousand colleges, 
universit ies and high schools in the United States, to  collaborat ively engage in a 
nat ionwide, in terdisciplinary discussion  centered around the them e of "Global Warm ing 
Solut ions for  Am erica."  The project  will culm inate January 31, 2008, in the form  of one-
day, nat ional sym posia held sim ultaneously on cam puses across the country . For m ore 
inform at ion go to ht tp: / / www.focusthenat ion.org/ .  
 
-Sustainabili ty Digest  
 
8. Sign up for RecycleMania  
Does your cam pus care about  sustainability?  Show it !   Sign up for  the in ter- cam pus 
recycling and waste m inim izat ion com pet it ion. Over 250 cam puses have already 
registered.  See the current  list  here:  ht t p: / / www.recyclem ania.org/  under ÒPar t icipat ing 
Schools.  These cam puses are now m em bers of the 2008 RecycleMania PLATI NUM CLUB. 
Pr ivileges include receiving your RecycleMania st reet  banner, color-pr in ted posters and 



the ÒStarter  KitÓ before the beginning of the com pet it ion. 
   
THERE IS STILL TI ME to sign up as a Gold Regist rant !   The first  350 schools to register  
will receive the Star ter  Kit  by Week 1 of the contest , which begins 1-27-08.  All other 
cam puses register ing by the deadline, Fr iday 1-18- 08, will be Silver  Regist rants.  They 
will not  receive the lim it -edit ion Star ter  Kit  but  will st ill be able to down- load m ost  of t he 
pr inted m ater ials from  the Star ter  Kit  off the fabulous web page accessible by clicking 
ÒTools,Ó then ÒProm ot ing,Ó then ÒRecycleMania Posters and Web Banners.Ó  
  
Even if you donÕt current ly have all the data you need to register  your school, YOU WILL 
STILL QUALI FY for  Gold or  Silver  Club pr ivileges if youÕre am ong the first  350.  To 
register , you only need to declare your in tent  to com pete in the contest .  As long as you 
get  the data to us by the 24th, youÕll be fine.  RecycleMania veterans can show you easy, 
pract ical ways to overcom e hurdles like prom ot ion and m easurem ent .  I f for  no other 
reason, sign up to get  access to the fabulous ÒToolsÓ sect ion.   
  
Rem em ber also that  par t icipat ion in RecycleManiaÕs Waste Minim izat ion contest  is one of 
two Tangible Act ions which cam puses can take in fulf illm ent  of t he Am erican College & 
University Presidents Clim ate Com m itm ent  sponsored by AASHE.  See page 18 of the 
ÒIm plem entat ion GuideÓ here for  details:  
 ht t p: / / www.presidentsclim atecom m itm ent .org/ pdf / ACUPCC_IG_Final.pdf 
 
DONÕT BE LEFT OUT OF THE FUN! Help Sustainability plug in to the power-house of in ter-
cam pus r ivalry , which fuels the best  effor ts of our cam pus scholars, researchers and 
athletes. 
 
-  Green School List - serve 
 
9. Sustainability: Deepening the Conversation-  
Here is a quote from  the keynote address at  the In ternat ional Conference on Educat ion 
for  a Sustainable Future in Prague, Septem ber 2003:  
 
Òthe Johannesburg World Sum m it  for  Sustainable Developm ent  (WSSD)  has m ade one 
thing unm istakably clear:  the polit ical leadership t he wor ld over is incapable of r ising to 
the challenges of sustainabili ty. Yet , m ost  of the hundred or  so wor ld leaders who 
at tended have a higher educat ion degree from  som e of the wor ld's m ost  prest igious 
universit ies. This raises som e ser ious quest ions for  the higher educat ion sector . ÔWhy is i t  
that  those people, who contr ibute m ost  to wreaking havoc on poor com m unit ies and the 
Earth 's ecosystem s, are also those with BAs, MScs,  and Ph.D.sÉ  The fact  is that  the 
higher educat ion sector  is failing society by producing leaders incapable of addressing the 
m ost  pressing problem s. I f higher educat ion is the Ônursery of tom orrow 's leadersÕ, then 
the sector  bears profound responsibilit ies to create a sustainable future. This im plies that  
graduates of every discipline need a sound working knowledge about  sustainabili tyÓ. 

 
From th e report of th e I nte rnati onal Conference on Educati on for a Susta inable Futu re in Prague, 
Septe mber 2003 held by th e I nte rnati onal Associati on of Universiti es ( I AU)  (an aff iliate  of UNESCO 
create d to  bring to geth er universiti es across th e globe) . 
  
-Stephen Muzzy 
 
10.  Upcoming Events Reminder 
 

 
 NCSE Nat ional Center for  Science Educat ion presents Clim ate Change:  

Science and Solut ions, Jan 16-18, 2008 
ht tp: / / www.ncseonline.org/ 2008conference/  



 
 RecycleMania begins Jan 27, 2008 ht tp: / / www.recyclem ania.org/  
 
 Focus the Nation, Jan 31, 2008 ht tp: / / www.focusthenat ion.org/   
 
 ACUHO-I 21st  Century Project  Design Showcase I I , February 1, 2008 in St . 

Petersburg, Flor ida. (Register  by January 9, 2008 and save $100)  
ht t p: / / www.21stcenturyproj ect .com .  

 
 Planning the Carbon Neutral Campus: A course developed with the help of 

SCUP to be offered at  the University of Colorado at  Boulder. The course begins 
February 4, 2008 and run through May 9, 2008  
ht t p: / / www.colorado.edu/ Cont inuingEducat ion/ sustainable/ carbonneutral.h tm  

 
Your ar t icles, announcem ents, news blurbs are always welcom e for  inclusion in the 
HEASC News Digest . Please send to sm uzzy@secondnature.org. Thank you!   
 
To subscr ibe or  unsubscr ibe to the HEASC News Digest , em ail your request  to 
sm uzzy@secondnature.org.  
 
 
- -   
Stephen Muzzy 
Program  Manager 
 
Second Nature 
18 Trem ont  St . Suite 1120 
Boston, MA 02108 
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