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1.  HEASC Sustainable Meetings and Conferences Report Now Available 
This report was created to help HEASC members understand the trends that are occurring 
in the green meeting industry and to identify the best resources for helping members 
implement sustainable practices in their own meetings and conferences. Included in the 
report are discussions on the major organizations involved in sustainable meetings; green 
meeting certifications; social sustainability; the use of offsets for conference travel and 
accommodations; and recommendations. Appendices include various resources on 
sustainable meetings and conferences. Download the report: 
http://www.heasc.net/documents/HEASCSustainableMeetingsConferencesReport_Oct-
2007.doc 
 
Note that this report is another tool to help HEASC members with sustainability in 
meetings and conferences. A Sustainable Meetings and Conferences Questionnaire for use 
in RFPs to vendors and suppliers was published in June of this year.  
http://www.heasc.net/resources/sus_meetings/Sustainable_Meetings_and_Conferences_
Questionnaire-June_07.doc 
-Mary Reilly 
 
2.  Registration Open for Greening the Hospitality Industry Conference from Feb 
18 – 21, 2008 
The Green Meeting Industry Council’s Greening the Hospitality Industry Conference, 
entitled “Integrity, Impact and Innovation – Beyond the 4 Walls” will take place Feb 18 – 
21, 2008 in Vancouver, BC. Topics include, impacts of conferences on host communities, 
standardization & certification, measuring and benchmarking as well as a pre-conference 
session—Green Meetings 101. If you are involved in planning and organizing meetings, 
this conference will provide a great way to network with others in the industry and learn 



more about sustainable practices. 
-Mary Reilly 
 
3.  Read “A Moment of Grace: Integrating Sustainability into the Undergraduate 
Curriculum” by Peter Bardaglio  
The October-December 2007 issue of SCUP’s Planning for Higher Education Journal 
includes an article written by Peter Bardaglio, Senior Fellow at Second Nature and former 
provost and vice president for academic affairs at Ithaca College. In the article, Bardaglio 
examines how four institutions—Northern Arizona University, Emory University, Berea 
College, and Ithaca College—are incorporating sustainability into their curricula. 
Click the link below to read the article: 
http://www1.scup.org/PHE/FMPro?-db=PubItems.fp5&-lay=ART&-format=read_full.htm&-
error=error.htm&ID_pub=PUB-2KSxnfLoQvyQpHZ7l&t_Pub_PgNum=16&-
SortField=t_Pub_PgNum&-Find 
 
4.  The ACUPCC Launches the “Kathy Schatzberg Challenge” 
Today, the ACUPCC launched a campaign to enlist more schools by challenging current 
signatories to recruit two colleagues before December 15, 2007. The challenge is named 
for Kathy Schatzberg, president of Cape Cod Community College, who has been 
instrumental in recruiting numerous community colleges to sign on. President Schatzberg 
is responsible for most of the community college signatories in Massachusetts (all have 
signed on) and noted at the outset of the ACUPCC, that  if each signatory recruited just 
two presidents, it would quickly reach its goal of 1,000 institutions.   
For details, go to: 
http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/html/KathySchatzburgChallenge.php 
 
5.  AASHE Reaches Two Membership Milestones in September 
AASHE reached two membership milestones in September—300 campus memberships 
and 400 total members (includes campuses, businesses, NGO’s, K-12, and system 
offices). This is an amazing amount of growth considering that in January 2006, AASHE 
had less than 50 members. In order to serve its growing membership, AASHE has hired 
several new staff. To read more about these developments, read Andrea Webster’s blog 
at: 
http://www.aashe.net/staffblog/aashe-biz/aashe-reached-2-membership-milestones-in-
september  
(Andrea is AASHE’s Membership Coordinator and Administrative Assistant.) 
-Niles Barnes, AASHE 
 
6.  Judy Walton and Debra Rowe Give Presentations for the League for 
Innovation in Community Colleges  
The League for Innovation in Community Colleges, a leading national organization, has 
committed to supporting sustainability in higher education. Judy Walton of AASHE gave a 
presentation on the Presidents’ Climate Commitment and STARS (Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment, and Rating System) and Debra Rowe gave a presentation on the national 
trends in higher education with a focus on community colleges.  
-Debra Rowe 
 
7. Take the Latest Carbon Conscious Consumer Pledge with New American 
Dream: Ditch Bottled Water 
The Center for the New American Dream, an advocacy group whose mission is to help 
Americans live more simply by reducing consumption and waste, has initiated a new 



campaign: the Carbon Conscious Consumer Pledge. This month’s pledge is to “break the 
bottled water habit.”  If you know anything about the impacts of bottled water, you know 
that it is significant. As started on the New American Dream website: 

Manufacturing all those bottles requires 900,000 tons of plastic, the 
equivalent of more than 17 million barrels of oil, and emit more than 2.5 
million tons of carbon dioxide. Trucking around all those heavy bottles emits 
even more greenhouse gases.  Beyond the climate impact there’s the 
massive waste – 86% of water bottles aren’t recycled -- and water bottling is 
also, ironically, a very water-intensive endeavor. The Pacific Institute tells us 
that it takes three liters of water to produce one liter of bottled water! 

And the truth is that the quality of tap water in many US cities is very good. (See 
http://www.ewg.org/tapwater/index.php to find out about the quality of your tap water.)  
So consider taking the pledge at: http://c3.newdream.org/  
-Thanks to Sallie Traxler of ACUHO-I for alerting us to this campaign  
 
8.  Upcoming Events Reminder 

• Climate Change and Higher Education: Leadership to Achieve Climate Neutrality, 
is the title of an upcoming webcast on December 12, 2007, featuring Billy 
Parish, co-founder and coordinator of the Energy Action Coalition; and Michael 
Crow, president of Arizona State University; hosted by SCUP and The New York 
Times. With the threat of a runaway climate change as a pressing environmental 
issue, this webcast will provide models which are transferable to other higher 
education institutions, corporations, and communities and provide best 
practices, national trends, and resources for you to utilize. Learn more and 
register at: http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/knowledgenetwork/learning/scup-
climatechange.html . 

• Next Education for a Sustainable Future Webinar Scheduled for Nov 27th, 2007. 
Registration is now open for the next Education for a Sustainable Future webinar 
which will be held on November 27 from 1:00 – 2:30pm, Eastern Time. Debra 
Rowe will present the introduction portion of the webinar which will be followed 
by examples of sustainability from HEASC members and their constituents. So 
far NIRSA NACA, ACUHO-I, and NAEP are participating in the production of this 
webinar, but other HEASC members are welcome to join (contact Deb Rowe at 
dgrowe@oaklandcc.edu ). For more information and registration go to: 
http://www.heasc.net/events.php 

 
Your articles, announcements, news blurbs are always welcome for inclusion in the HEASC News Digest. 
Please send to mreilly@secondnature.org. Thank you!  
 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the HEASC News Digest, email your request to 
mreilly@secondnature.org.  
  

 

 



 


